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conceal himſelf from you and every body elſe. Not that 
he apprehends he has ſaid any thing that could reaſonably —*' 
give Offever x; Hut, as, bets oh Opinion.that the, kein. 
under Conſideration purely concerns the Public, he does N 
not judge it either neceſſary or convenient to involve him- f 
ſelf in any particular Conteſt. If it ſhould be thought 
tat he canvaſles Matters with too much Freedom; the 
ane we} ay he only follows the Eath that has been 
pointed but᷑ to him, by the original Broacher of the New 
Scheme, in his bold and general Cenſures againſt 


8 


Schools and College. . Beſides, a Matter of ſo much 
Importance to the Public will not admit of ſuppreſſing a 
Par of the Truth in err Tender to one 8 ; 
. ſons, who have had no Tenderneſs for themſelves, nor 
any body elſe. It is not unlikely that they may diſapproye 
- theLight in which their Project, and their Talents to ex- 
- ecuteit, is put: But their Will is not to be a Law, when 
there is Reaſon againſt them; any more than a Man 
* ſhould refrain from giving a home Cut, when he has got 
a fair Open, only becauſe his Adverſary-wiſhes to have 
the Dealing of all the Wounds to himſelf. Though there 
are ſome unaccountable; fetfifh;-moroſe Hitnours that 
_ incline to give no Right, nor take no Wrong; yet that 
does not oblige People tamely to give up their Property, 
for Peace ſake. If, upon reading the encloſed, you 
think it will quit Coſt in Publication, it is at your Service; 
but you have no Occaſion tolinquire after the Writer. 
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A New Seminary for Education. 


Dur WEL," | EOS Fanny Eg 
8 your great Diſtance from Dublin prevents you from 
having any ſatisfactory Account of many of thoſe Oc- 
currences that engroſs our Attention and Converſation 
| here, I thought it would not be unacceptable to you 
to have a long Letter fraͤm me, wherein I intend to communicate 
to you the Hiſtory of a grand Project now on foot amongſt us; 
with my own Obſervations upon the Cauſe of, its Riſe and Pro- 
greſs. And tho” I am almaſt determined to ſend a Copy of what 
1 write to the Printer, yet I ſhall not rob you of the Veneration 
Lowe your Judgment, by pretending to addreſs myſelf to My 
Lord, as the common Practice and Cant is. Although, perhaps, 
ſuch a thing might ſerve to prejudice the Public in favour of my 
Obfervations, as a fine Dreſs often raiſes the Applauſe of a The- 
atre before the Actor, who wears it, has perform'd any of his 
Part. But if you, in your Penetration, ſhould argue that I could 
have no Credit from the Public, tho? I ſhould borrow an Ac- 
quaintance with a Nobleman, whilſt T conceal myſelf as the 
Author of this, (which, you muſt know, I am reſolved to do); 
I Will anfwer you, for want of better Arguments, with an þ/* 
i #@ixi; I fay 1 could. And you know I have Authority for this 
| Method of Reaſoning ; for you cannot but remember the Quaker- 
woman's manner of proving a Point in her Sermon, © Some 
_ ſay Women have no Right to preach ; but I ſay they have.” 
1 However, if your mathematical Genius cannot down with this, 
_ recolte&, how Bullies, with a has-heen Suit, affect to pals for 
" Men of Fortune; or how Fops of Fortune, by ſmart Hats and 
by | A a / | 25 | long 
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long Swords, pretend to he Men of Courage; or how Servants 


get into their Maſters' Carriages and Linen, and pretend to be 


Gentlemen; or how. Maiting- women mince their-Words, and 
wear ſhort Aprons, to be thought Ladies; and you will be con- 

| 14 Credit, which the Public allows. to 
imaginary Characters, or Perſons unknown, bring a real Satiſ- 
faction, and are in themſelves ſomething more than entia fieta. 


But this is too long a Preface. However, I ſuppoſe the Oddity | 


of it has awakened your Attention to my Story, which I muſt 


lay before you, even from the very Egg, in deſpite of Harace's 
Criticiſm. 4 remember how famous Mr. Sheridan was 
it 


for giving Treats, and drinking. Champaigne and Burgundy; 
ſo you cannot be ſurprized to hear, that Things began to decline 


- with him: And then, as Carcaſes corrupted, and full of Mag- 


gots, ſoon ſend forth Swarms of gaudy Butterflies; that elegant 


Living, and ſparkling Liquor, by which he was very much re- 

| 1 threw up, towards his Brain, ſome airy and very volatile 
Particles, that, in Length of Time, fermented and heated his 
Imagination into the Invention of a Scheme for amending his 
Circumſtances. Thus, like a Gameſter that depends for a Live- 
lihood upon the Profeſſion that firſt ruined him, Mr. Sheridan 
owes his golden Dreams and noble Proſpects to the nitty Cham- 
paigne that flew upward, and bred in his Head; tho? it was that 
Which principally contributed to the emptying of his Purſe. 

- And, for this Reaſon, I cannot but think it improper to laugh 
at the Man who call'd for a Whore to bring him to a Morſel of 
Bread: and the more eſpecially, ſince Experience can furniſh 

us with glaring Inſtances, ſhewing that ſuch. Cattle have often 
been the making, as well as the Ruin of many Men's Fortunes. 

But yoFare impatient to know, 1 ſuppoſe, what Mr. Sheridan's 


Scheme was : I believe he could not eaſily tell you himſelf what 


were his firſt Reſolyes, It is, indeed, but doing him Juſtice to 
inform you, that Language, and its Graces, were ever in his 
Thoughts. With Grief he conſidered that he was the only 
Perſon in this Kingdom that knew any thing of Pronunciation, 
and, with a Benevolence peculiar to himſelf, he longed to com- 
municate his Art. Other Inventors keep their Knowledge to 
. \ahemſelves, and only bequeath it as a Legacy to their next Re- 


ations, on their Death-beds : Thus, if Dr. ſuch a one finds out 


a new Method of purging, or provoking Urine, he makes it up 
into a Drop or Pill, and is fo uncharitable as to prohibit any 
body from felling it, except thoſe whoſe Names we read con- 


ſtantly in the public Papers, But Mr. Sheridan ſcorn'd ſuch 


ſelfiſh Ways. He fat down. and wrote a Book, or rather tran- 


ſcribed, from divers. good Authors, certain Remarks upon the 


fuctuating and uncertain State of our Tongue. And every Quo- 
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3\ #ation giving him an Opportunity of ſaying ſomething himſelf, 
eeither by Way of Paraphraſe or Obſervation, he made up a 
Treatiſe, as Fanatics do Sermons; with this Difference only, 
that they firſt take a Text, and ſay ſomething upon it, and then, 
by Head and Shoulders, introduce another, which becomes a | 
Subject for a Page or two more, and ſo on; but he foreſtalls, 
and gives you for his own, in the left-hand Page, the Senti- | 
ments of an Author, which he quotes by way of Authority and 
Corroboration of his own Judgment, in the right-hand Page. 
Thus a new Book came into the World under the ſpecious Title 
of BRITISH EDUCATION; faid to be wrote by THO- 
MAS SHERIDAN, Eſq; juſt with as much Propriety as Retailers 
of a borrow'd Stock ſet up for Merchants, when they hang out 
a gilded Shew-board, and call their Shops Ware-houſes. Yet 
all Readers were not Judges competent in that behalf, and the 
ſuppoſed Author got great Credit, even from Perſons whoſe 
Fortunes gave them ſome Conſequence! in Matters that related 
to Learning. Through the whole Book the higheſt Encomiums 
were given to The long-loſt Art of Oratory. Schoolmaſlers were 
| Ninnies, that knew nothing of their Buſineſs ; and the Scholars ſuf- 
i * fered for the Ignorance of their Preceptors; for they came into the 
1 World totally unacquainted with oratorial Adlian and Pronunciation. 
A One would have thought that the Liberties of theſe Nations 
| Z would not ſubſiſt another Generation, if a ſpeedy Method were 
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b not made uſe of to train up the riſing Youth in the Art of ſmooth « 

2 3 ſpeaking; that they might be able to aſſert and vindicate their 

| Rights, in future public Debates. Upon which Occaſion you 

| cannot avoid obſerving the Vanity of ſuch a Notion. © Truth 
and a good Cauſe never want Words to explain and juſtify them- 


; 3 _ ſelves ſufficiently. And we know that Hiſtory abounds with In- 
ſtances of the Declenſion of States, effected by the biaſing Ha- 
* rangues of deſigning and bad Men; whilſt others have been pre- 
; | ſerved and reſcued from impending Ruin, merely by artleſs and 
unvarniſhed, but honeſt and ſtriking Remonſtrances of Men of 
Truth and common Senſe. Is it not obvious to all People of 
Reading, that glib Tongues, and flouriſhing Speakers, have 
i] been moved and prompted rather by golden Wheels and Springs, 
and more attach'd to private Intereſts, than they have been actu- 
| ated by honeſt Neceſſity, and a Regard to a general Good. It 
) N was provoking to hear it argued, that Gentlemen ſhould be edu- 
cated as if they were to turn Stage-players. © Bleſs us, what a 
Cry wasrais'd ! Ladies that could not ſpare time from the Card- 
| table, even on Sundays, to read a Chapter in their Bible, or 

afford half an Hour to conſider how Affairs ſtand between God 
5 and their Souls, yet contrived to ſnatch ſome Intervals for the 


reading of Mr. Sheridan's Book, which, becauſe it contain'd a 
| | | great 


5 . | 
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great inany Latin Quotations, - captivated them; and they con- t 
eluded, like Boniface in the Play, that it muſt be good. I need 2 oy 
not tell you how many illiterate ſhallow Men look upon their = 
Wives as Mirrors of Underſtanding and Learning. All theſe Þ R 
Chimed in together, and raiſed a great Clamour, tho', like the Fry 
#dbeſans, the greater Part of them knew not why or wherefore. on 


Tl do then this Juſtice to allow, that they knew not how to (ia 
read themſelves, and therefore they attributed their own Defectss *'©2 
io the pteſent Mode of Education. But Blockheads will be * 

Blockheads ſtill, in ſpite of Example and Precept. Should it be = 
charged to the Fault of a Maſter, that ſome of his Scholars do 4 
not profit much by him, (I own the Compariſon 1s odious) ariy | thi 
more than it ſhould be inferred that Mr. Sheridan is a bad Actor, n 
-becauſe he generally has ſuch a wretched Pack about him? All Det 
Maſters of Abilities and Reputation, of which this Kingdom can P* 

| Hoaſt a great Number, underſtand the Engliſh Tongue very well, bn. 
nn, in effect, teach it to their Scholars, whilſt they oblige them 2 
to tranſlate the Claſſicks into it, at every Leſſon. So that i 2 
they were really negligent in _ them read it at ſtated ha 
Times (and I can affirm for the generality of them they are not) gu 
ſtill the Scholars are far from being the Novices in their Mothler- n 
tongue that Mr. Sheridan, and his ſervile Imitators, would inſi- ko 
nuate. But it is impoſſible for any thing to give you a better ” 
Idea of theBuſtle, upon reforming our Language, than an Ad- = 
wertiſement which appears every Day in the Journal: Whereby * 
vou are informed, that Mr. Sam. White, in Graftoi-/treet, teaches Sc 
£Engi;ſb in a Method approved by Mr. Sheridan. ' Rifum teneas? Y 
One cannot be angry at ſuch a Clamourer againſt Abuſes, and F} 

| Fucb'an'Undertaker to remedy them. Does it not put you in D 

mind of mad Lucas bellowing out the Diſorders of the Conſtitu- 4} P: 
tion, and Capt. Foctricb, the Projector, ſetting up for Member l 


of Parliament, in order to have a hand in reforming them? 
Things being brought to this Paſs, Mr. Sheridan enters upon * 

- the:Execution of his Scheme. Which was to make a T böelnd = 
2 Year of teaching Oratory. For which End, he invited, by ? 
Cards ſent about, a great Number of reſpectable Names and Cha- 
' racters to the Mu/ict-Hall in Fiſhamble-/treet, om a certain Morn- 
ing; amongſt which, all the Fellows of the College. And 
now, dear Will, buckle on a Belt to fave your Sides in Fozhitie, 
When I tell you wherein it was that Mr. Sheridan exceeded all 


Orators that ever went before him. He did not (according to e 
the Practice of the Antients) invite them to meer Benches, 'and a pi 
long Recital of ſome Performance of his own; but, wich his e 
uſual Generoſity and Splendor, to a ſumptuoys and magnificent cc 

Breakfaſt; and a pretty, little, malapert, frothy, ſcurrilous Ha- 3, 
rangue; which he had the Vanity to publiſh afterwards, under 
$8972 | the 
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„ 
the Title of An Oration. His Works are not now before me, 
ſo that I cannot, with Exactneſs, ſay what he ſet forth particu - 
larly in any Portion of them. But, in general, he would make 
the World believe that all Schoolmaſters are Ninnies, and poor 
Rogues, that have nothing, and know nothing; and, therefore, 
take up that Employment to avoid ſtarving. He did not perceive 


? that, at leaſt, they had ſome Grace and Diſcretion; ſince the 


ſcorn'd to commence Vagabonds and Actors, to the utter eonta- 


minating of a good Education. I could not prevent my Choler 


from riſing a little here. A Buffoon, a noted Beggar, gets ſome 


of our Money for playing Tricks, and then ſets up for being 
rich, and taking the Wall of us. Pretty much of a piece with 
this was his Inſolence alſo, in aſſerting, That the College Courſe 
contain'd nothing profitable or improving to the Students. He 
printed this, and made a many wiſe Heads believe ſo. And 
upon all theſe Deficiencies he founded: the Neceſſity of erecting 
a publick Academy; over which he propoſed to place himſelf 3 
and pretended to have invented ſome: new Specific in Education, 
from hence every thing might be Hoped. He communicated” 
this in his Breakfaſt· ſpeech: At which time he obtainꝰd a general 
Subſcription. from. the whole Company, by. way of 4 Sanction to 
his Plan. At the ſame time he àcquainted them that he found it 
neceſſary to conceal the main Points of his Scheme, until he had 
a more certain Proſpect of Reward for the Invention of it; leſt 
others ſnould build upon his Foundation, and himſelf loſe his 
Labour in digging it, (to be ſure he meant thoſe Robbers the 
Schoolmaſters) and then he would be in much the ſame Condi- 
tion with Capt. Peckrich,. that I juſt now mentioned, who never 
ſees, or hears talk of the New-Gardens, that he does not charge 
Nr. Meſſe with borrowing from him the Scheme of turning that 
Piece of Ground into a public Place; for he ſolemnly proteſts” 
that he had Thoughts of building a Cake-houſe there. 
I cannot avoid e Mears that, thoꝰ I well remember and 
know all Mr. Sberidan's Conduct in a publie way, ſince he firſt 
went upon the Stage, yet I never heard fay, that, in any one In- 
ſtance, he acted like a Man of Senſe. I have frequently met 
with flying Papers of his writing upon one idle Brawl or other, 
occaſioned by his Vanity and Iuſolence. But, dear Will, Lnever 
read any thing of his that promiſed. him to be even a tolerable 
Writer, much leſs a finiſned and profeſſed Orator. Vou muſt 
remember his Remonſtrance to the Town, after the demoliſhing. 


1 of his Theatre; you know his chief Aim then was, to moye our 
Pity for his diſtreſſed Circumſtances; “ his Vouth worn out, 


< his Càaſtitution broken, his Property: deſtroy' d, and hirnſelf 
* going to be baniſhed from a Freehold.” In the very next” 


Breath he introduces the moſt comical, ludicrqus Scene that 


could 


[ & | | 


could poſſibly be deviſed by an Enemy to damp any tender Feel- 
- ings Ares Miſery might have given riſe to. When I came 
«. firſt to the Stage, ſays he, any one might call to the Muſick 
. for what Tune they pleas'd; and if they refuſed to play it, 


te they were · immediately /aluted with a Volley of Apples and 
„Oranges from the Upper Gallery.“ Now (not to ſay any 


thing about the Oddity of the Phraſe, (“ ſaluted with a Vol- 
© 66 ley of Apples and Oranges”) conſider the Inconſiſtency of the 
two Pictures, and you muſt allow that there never was a greater 
 Blunder in Oratory. Is there any thing more certain, than that 
dur Compaſſion for the Misfortunes of the Exile muſt be ſmo- 
ther 'd in Laughter, upon the Repreſentation of ſo very ridicu- 
lous an Image as that of a Parcel of Wags pelting a Parcel of 
Fidlers? It is unaccountable, that a Graduate ſhould ſeem ſo 
extremely ignorant of Langinus, with whoſe Precepts Mr. Sheri- 

dans boaſted Oratory is manifeſtly incompatible. But we muſt 


recollect, that he ſcorns every thing our College can teach. No 
wonder then that he ſhould forget what he learn'd there, and fo 


much deſpiſes. Vet I muſt do him the Juſtice to allow, that in 
two Inſtances, of all the Tranſactions of his Life, he diſcover'd 
ſome Prudence: Firſti, That he always contrived to have good 


Eating and Drinking at all his Meetings, when he intended to 


procure Suffrages to whatever he propoſed; and, ſecondly, That 
he did not communicate the grand Buſineſs of his Scheme until 
he had firſt obtained pecuniary Subſcriptions to ſupport it- When 
People are jolly, and in good Humour, as in the former Caſe, 
they ſeldom. wait to examine narrowly, either into the Neceſſity 


or Practicability of a Project; and in the latter, they are ſhy of 


haſtily retracting, becauſe they are aſhamed of ſeeming to have 
gone fo far unadviſedly. Thus, by the Dint of cenſuring others, 
and bragging of himſelf, both upon the ſame Foundation, Mr. 
Sheridan abuſed the Inattention of the Public, and impoſed upon 


them as groſiy as the Bottle-Conjurer. Indeed there were a few 
moderate diſcerning Gentlemen, who did not think of altering 


their preſent Method with their Children, tho' they ſtill continue 
to ſubſcribe to the new Scheme, to try if any thing can be made 


. 


of it for the public Utility. 


A ſecond Meeting was reqteſted, not of ſelect Perſons, 5 at 
t the 


firſt, but every body was invited that was inclined to ſuppo 
New Project by voluntary Subſcription, and that choſe to pay 
for his Dinner at the Phenix in Werburgh-ftreet. For now the 
Projector was obliged to deſiſt from his Feaſts and Banquetings 
at his own Expence, and conſtrain'd to appear np better a Man 


than the reſt of his Company, being able to pdy no more than 


2 his Club of the Reckoning. I proteſt I cannot tell a ſingle Per- 
_ fon that was at that Meeting, except that, I preſume, Mr. She- 


ridan 


* * * 
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1 ridan himſelf was there; but, I believe, ſuch 4 wild, giddy, 
ie groundleſs, boyiſh, rodomontade, fix-bottle, Tavern Reſolution 
K was never before enter'd into, vir. That the preſent Mode of 
it, * Education is fundamentally erroneous? And this at a Time 
id that there are a great Number of Schools throughout the King- 
W dom teeming with excellent Scholars, and the College abound- 
. ing with the moſt promiſing young Gentlemen. There will be 
ne Blockheads, Fops, and Reprobates in the World, eſtabliſſi what 
er Mode of Education they pleaſe; but a very little Reflection will 
at | ſerve to convince any body of Candour, that the Play-houſe 
o- contributes ten thouſand times more to theſe Miſcarriages, than 
u- either School or College. The Truth of this muſt ſtrike you, 
of uno intuitu, who have often known how the poor: Lads of the 
ſo College are allured out, notwithſtanding many ſober Reſolutions 
1 to the contrary, to ſee this Play and t' other, where their Paſſions 
t are inflamed, their Spirits ſet on float, and Temptations thrown 
0 in their Way, by the Huſſies that reſort the Theatres, and the 
ſo Houſes that environ them. Who has not heard of the common 
in Round young Men make in the Progreſs of an Evening's De- 
d bauch? From Dinner to the Play houſe, from that to the Ta- 
od vern, from that to the Bawdy-houſe, and from that to a Bagnio. 
to He that does not think therefore, that there is more Occaſion for 
at treading down the Players, and their Managers, than the School- 
ti! maſters, has more Deviliſhneſs than Charity in him, and more 
en of the ſelf-intereſted Villain, than the benevolent Chriſtian. And 
ſe, who can ſay that I am too ſevere in this Remark? We are al- 
ty lowe'd to judge of the Tree by its Fruit: So we may of any Soil 
of by the Plants it nouriſhes. Then can we heſitate what . 
ve to form of the Theatre, its Entertainments, and the Crew that 
'Sy belongs to it, when we know that Pimps, Whores, Bawds, and 
Ir. Bawdy-houſes ſwarm and gather round a Play-houſe as naturally, 
In. as ſuddenly, and as numerous as black Flies round new-dropp'd 
W Horſe-dung. The Play-houſe im Crow-ftreet was not near finiſh- 
1g ed, when one of thoſe infernal Receptacles ſhot up, and appear'd 
ue ready for Cuſtomers, and that too without any more Shew or 
le Colour of Reſerve, or Pretence to Privacy, than if it were in 
| ſome of thoſe Places abroad, where Stews are under the Protec- 
at tion of the Magiſtrate. And now that I have mentioned this, 
he dear Will, I cannot avoid expreſſing my Regret, that a certain 
ay Gentleman is not ſtill in Office, or that his Succeſſors have not 
he the ſame Zeal againſt thoſe Peſts and Banes of Society that he had. 
889 Nou that I have laid all this before you, what would you think 
an ik I ſhould tell you, that one of Mr. Sberidan's chief Motives in 
an - founding his Academy was, to make it ſerve as a Nurſery, from 
r- whence he might tranſplant Players as Geniuſes appear'd, and as 
- | he had Occaſion for them? One of the Inducements he urged 
an Fits oye 
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to conciliate the public Approbation to his Scheme was, that he 
would engage to accompliſh young Men in ſuch a way, as that 
they would be able to provide for themſelves without either Mo- 
. or Friends. All Dublin were agreed, that his Intention, in 
that, could only be to make them Actors, or Highwaymen. Yet 
he had the Inſolence to alledge, that Religion was not enough 
attended to, in the generality of Schools; and pretended that he 
would take care to ſupply that Defect. Allow the Complaint to 
be juſt; was it not burleſqued in his Mouth? or ſay, that a raw, 
young, uninformed Chriſtian was committed to his Tuition; 
might we not ſay that he had compaſſed Heaven and Earth to 
gain a Proſelyte, and was in the Way to make him ten times 
more the Child of Satan than he was before. But it was his ob- 
ſtinate Attachment to the Play-houſe, and its Fopperies, (for ge 
could not be prevail'd upon, even by the Proſpect of 1000 J. a 
| Year, and a reputable Employment, to relinquiſh the Stage) I 
which firſt open'd the Eyes of the Public, and ſhew'd them that 
they had, all the while, been tampering with a mad Man, or a 
Knave, or a Fool. But before I diſmiſs him entirely from having 
any further Concern with this Scheme, which ſtill ſubſiſts, in 
ſome ſort, between ſtuiming and ſinting, I muſt tell you, that 
molt of the Fellows of the College, who, at firſt, were ſurprized 
into a Subſcription, withdrew their Names, upon aan 


WAS | 


Mr. Sheridan's Inſignificance and his Scurrilities: And but very 
few ſtill continued to abet it; tho? not, I believe, by contribbiin 
any thing towards its Support, but having ſome diſtant Proſpects 

of deriving a Support from it. And now ſtarted up an Oppor- 
tunity for Mr. Sheridan to perionate a Character that he had 
never before imitated, I mean Virgil, ſince he might well cry 
out with him, | r nth 
. Sic vos non vobis | 
For after he had fo happily conceived, and fo long laboured with 
a Child of his Brain, he was barely aſſiſted in bringing it forth 
by a Gentleman-who had that Skill in his Family ; but he was as 
much deprived of any Comfort or Benefit ariſing from it, as if 
it had never been his. In the mean time the wretched Brat itſelf 
ſeems to have been born under an unlucky Planet; for whereas 
its feathery, frothy, volatile Parent was always whiſking it up 
into the Air, and almoſt daſhing its Brains out againſt the Pla- 
nets, fo its lubberly, ſolemn, clumſy, corpulent Foſterer is every 
Day plunging it into Pools and Sinks, and ſometimes tumblin 
along with it himſelf into public Bog-honſes. Thus, to ſpeak 
without Allegory, the Scheme appeared, at firſt, to be but a 
Caſtle built in the Air; and though it now ſeems to ſtand, yet it 
is upon a very ugly and a very tottering Foundation. If Faulk- 
mer's Journal comes into your Hands, you will there read, in the 
. | | Affidavits 
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Affldavits of two Gentlemen of Probity and Character, what 
Principles the preſent Superintendant profeſſes himſelf to go up- 
on. It is to be owned, indeed, that a numerous Meeting of the 
Hibernian Society, (which you muſt know was erected to carry 
Mr. Sheridan's Plan into Execution) conſiſting of 26, fully ac- 


quitted the preſent Superintendant of all thoſe Aſperſions that na- 


turally fall upon him from thoſe Affidavits; and ſeemed alſo to 
inſinuate, by the Reſolutions they publiſhed, that thoſe Gentle- 
men perverted the Meaning, and miſrepreſented the Words, of 
the preſent Superintendant ; having not ſo much Regard to Sin- 
cerity in the Oaths they ſwore, as an End to anſwer, in defeat- 
ing the Scheme of the new Academy or Seminary, as they now 
think proper to ſtile it. What Certainty may be in that, neither 
you nor I can know; but we have both of us a Right to deter- 
mine for ourſelves, whether we will rather credit the two-fold, 


concurring Teſtimony of an, reputable Gentlemen, upon Oath, 


who bring an Accuſation of a very ſcandalous Nature, or the 


Culprit himſelf, who, to obviate the Odium of ſuch à Crime, 
flatly denies it: or, whether we ſhould, in Juſtice and Imparti- 
ality, allow ſelfiſh Views, Spite, and Pique their full Weight in 
the Scale againſt the Teſtimony of thoſe Gentlemen; and yet 
keep theſe Motives out of the Balance, when we come to ponder 
with ourſelves the Force of that Judgment which the 26 pro- 
nounced upon the Cafe. You and I, dear Will, have found 
frequent Reaſon to conclude, that a Set of Men, who are moſt 
vehement in condemning the Pope's Infallibility, are moſt tena- 
cious of maintaining it in all their own Deciſions. How many 


of this Sort compoſed that Court, I cannot tell; but we have 


great Reaſon to believe, there was a Majority of them, ſince 
they over-leapt all Regularity of Proceſs, and determined upon 


hearing only one Side of the Queſtion. Is not that a true Pic- 


ture of the Solemn League and Covenant Times? But PII tell 
you a Story, by way of Digreſſion, about acquitting People by 
Advertiſement, (who could never be acquitted in the public Opi- 


nion) and about ſome other Matters. You know there is a Se- 
minary, at the upper End of famer's-/treet, ſupported by the Pub- 


lic, (as the Intention is for the one now to be eſtabliſhed) under 
the Inſpection of the Right Honourable, Honourable, and the Re- 
verend the Guardians and "Truſtees. Now with all this Parade 
of Governors, Viſitors, Superintendants, &c. Wc. Sc. there 
were grievous Accuſations brought againſt Purcell, the Treaſu- 
rer, for defrauding the poor Children of their proper Allowance. 
How he managed to ſcreen and detend himſelf, when he was , 
brought to a Trial before the Board for theſe Miſdemeanors, I do 
not know; but he was honourably acquitted, by Advertiſements 
in the public Papers: A ſew Weeks after he ran away with the 
B 2 Money 
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a Re ard is offered for the taking of him. Add to this ten thou- 
ſand parallel Caſes, within your own Experience, and to every 
Caſe, ten thouſand Circumſtances that muſt not be wrote, about 
examining no more of a Caſe than ſuits with our own Purpoſe; 
about making great Feaſts, and giving much Drink, to prevent 
others from ſeeing any further into a Matter than we chooſe they 


ſhould ; and about attending public Meetings juſt ſo far as it co- 
incides with the carrying a Point of our own, or gives us an Op- 
portunity of promoting ſome ſycophant Creature, that has neither 


Senſe to make him uſeful, nor Religion to keep him honeſt; 
and then , I now return from whence I digreſs d. You 
muſt know that that Meeting of the Society, which I mentioned 


above, conſiſting of 26, with one Mr, Bagwell in the Chair, fat 


upon the Life and Death of the whole Project. And, according 
to Dr.-Leland*s Opinion of ſome of them, (as it was ſworn he 
declared it) they would go ugly Lengths to ſupport and eſtabliſh 


it. So that we cannot be ſurprized to find them ſhutting their 
Eyes to the Truth, oppoſing all Conviction, working in great 
Darkneſs, and digging very deep, in order to lay a Foundation for 


ſo very favourite a Scheme, for a Project that they had ſo violently 
ſet their Hearts upon. Vou may remember I already excepted 
ſome Gentlemen of Senſe, Learning, and Moderation from theſe 


other Members of the Society that I now ſpeak of: You are ſtill 


to carry that Exception along with you; and rather wonder how 


they came to be ſo unnaturally united with their Oppoſites upon 


this Occaſion, than ſuppoſe them to be actuated by the ſame 
Views that influence the reſt : For (to unmaſk ſome Part of the 


Matter to you) every Subſcriber, on paying, I think, five Gui- 


neas a'Year, becomes a Member of the Society, and has a Right 


to a Seat at the Board: He becomes one of the Lords and Maſters 


of thoſe who are appointed to inſtruQ the Scholars, and is in- 
titled to ſhare the Honour, when Occaſion ſerves, of diſmiſſing 
Gentlemen (perhaps his Betters) from the Service of the Society. 
Is it then to be wondered at, that People, who are inordinately 


fond of Power, ſhould be fond of this Scheme? ſince they can 


jump into Authority at a ſmall Expence, and get a Grip of ſome 
ſort of Reins, without any of thoſe diſagreeable Clogs that lie 


in the way of obtaining the Reins of national Government. J 


Know this muſt ſeem a very odd and fantaſtical Sort of Grandeur 
to the ſober and reaſonable Part of Mankind : But that there are 


others of a different way of thinking, is very evident, from the 


Heterodoxies in Opinion, and the Abſurdities in PraRice, which 


are every Day defended amongſt us. Allow Women to preach, 


and give the Laity a Share in Church-Government, and you will 


fee Valſhood: contended for, and Pride exert itſelf in various 


| Shapes; 
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1 Shapes; every one of them fully as ridiculous and vain, as when 
"XZ a Boy ſews Paper upon his Hat, to make it appear laced; or when | 


a little Girl -thruſts out her Pettycoat with a Stick, in Imitation 


of thinking, that inclines me to reſolve all th Particularitig of 
*Z ſome Folks into a ſtubborn, ſurly, ſulky, perverſe, pettiſh, childiſh - 


Impatience at not being allowed to have Things their own way; 


as Children of a peeviſh, obſtinate, and conceited Diſpoſition can- 


not brook wholetome Diſcipline ; but run a mitching, and chooſę 
rather to live upon Haws and Blackberries, in the Fields, at ran 
dom, and in their own way, than abide at home, under a gogd 
Covering, and in the Enjoyment of a regular and comfortable 
Diet ; whom, if their Parents ſhould ſend after, to invite them 


back again, it would but make them worſe, and confirm them in | 
their Elopement : But let them alone to pinch a little, and fee 


their Folly, like the prodigal Son, by ſuffering for it, and they 
will be glad to flink in at a Back-door ;. provided they have Rea- 
ſon to hope, that they will not be upbraided for paſt Miſdemea- 
nours. Fer who that knows himſelf, does not know this of hu- 
man Nature, at the ſame time, that, even when ſhe is conſci- 


cus of being in the wrong, ſhe had rather vindicate, than ag- 


knowledge her Fault? | kd 5 ILSS 
But you mult perceive, dear Mill, how I worry your Atten- 


tion, and bandy it about from one thing to another, in the courſe. 


of this Letter. I know you will be favourable enough to make 
Allowances for the Wildneſs and Incoherence of the Picture, by 
conſidering the uncertain and unſtable Nature of the Original: 
que res in ſe neque conſilium neque modum 


Habet ullum, eam confilio regere non pater. Px. 


3 


It is like Sir John Falſtaff s Landlady, 4a Man does not know where 


«to have it.“ I am obliged to dance after it, as one would 
after a Will w? a Wiſp; not tracing the ſame Blaze five Minutes 
together. It is as fluctuating and changeable as Mr. Sheridan, its 


firſt Parent; and has as many ups and downs, in four and twenty 


Hours, as George Faulkner himſelf, who is one of its Supporters. 
It has already 8 more Viciſſitudes and Changes, than a 
high Sheriff's State 


it ſeem'd a tacit Confeſſion that each foregoing State was FUNDA- 
MENTALLY ERRONEOUS, 'The Promiſes, concerning it, and 
the Thingitſelf, are of a piece. They are all this, and that, and 
t'other, and every thing. Fortunatuss Wiſhing- cap, or the in- 
viſible Belt, or Moodtward's Harlequin Machinery, could not 
work* a more wonderful Variety, in Place and Circumſtances, 
than has already affected this new Project. At firſt it was intended 
to give the Title of an Academy to the School which they pro- 


Poſe 


| oathing at an Aſſizes time, or a Mounte- 
bank's Dreſs at a Fair; whilſt every Alteration was fo great, that 
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poſe to open; but, I ſuppoſe, the Impropriety of this ſoon ap- 
pears . is one of ſome Standing, and pretty well eſta- 


dliſhed already in the City. And, by the way, I marvel greatly 
that we have not yet heard any thing about that from a certain 
- Quarter. I ſuppoſe the Gentleman that preſides over the Aca- 


demy that, at preſent, flouriſhes in Dublin, could not be brought 
to think, that the tender Parents of his beloved Charge would 


5 ever be prevailed upon to alter their Method; but, for all that, 
People are whimſical, and Novelty may captivate; ſo that I hope 
to hear, very ſoon, of ſome People being told their own, and 


that roundly too, ſince they are about ſettling under a Gentle- 


man's Noſe. But be that as it will, I cannot help obſerving that 


a Man has many Advantages from having lived a good while in 


the World: He may ſee a paltry School form'd into a compleat 
Academy, and a compleat Academy dwindle into a paltry School, 
But it is now Time that I inform you, dear Will, how it came 


to paſs, that Mr. Sheridan is not now at the Head of his own 
Scheme, but is ſucceeded, in the Office of Superintendant, b 

Dr. Leland. He went over to London, Ambaſſador to the Hiber- 
nian Society, as he inform'd us himſelf in the public Papers; 
but he did not tell us with what Commiſſion he was charged. 
After he had been away ſome time, he wrote over, that he could 


nc longer think of conducting the Affair of the Academy, and 


beg'd the Society to appoint ſome body elſe. I conclude ſome 


new Crotchet had ſtruck him; and, you know, that was Reaſon 


enough to let go the old; for Projectors are 2s ſoon tired of their 
Schemes, as Children of their Play-things. This is certain; a 


Gentleman, who met Mr. Sheridan on one of the Roads in Eng- 


land, brought us Word from his own Mouth, that he was going 
to Oxford, to ſettle/ with the Univerſity there, that long litigat 
Point, © the Pronunciation of the five Vowels *.” And this has 


ſince been confirmed by Accounts from thence, which inform 


us, that our itinerant Orator is preparing there to give Lectures 
upon the Theatre. And this I look upon as the true Index and 
grand Criterion of his Madneſs. You find he keeps to the Point 


| that firſt ſent his Wits to Wool-gathering; as Wretches in Bed- 


Jam, who have gone mad for Love, in the midſt of a ſtrange Far- 


rago, and Jumble of Ideas, turn ſhort, and chop upon ſome- 
thing that has reference to their Heart's Idol; or as a biaſed 


Weathercock, always pointing one Way, except when ſome ſud- 
den or violent Guſt gives it an Inclination to another Quarter. 1 
will now leave him at Oxford, entring upon his Courſe of Lec- 
tures with as much Confidence and Buſtle as we ſaw Dr. Taylor, 

N 0 


' + A Merchant of ſome Humour hearing this, obferved, that Mr. 


Sheridan was a great Maſter of the three laſt, and excelled extremely 
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But, I believe, it will be allowed that this is too cogling a Baſis 


( 15] 

the Oculiſt, and (if there was Occaſion to fy it) to as little Pur- 
poſe. Dear Will, forgive me ; I muſt have one Word of Advice 
at him, in the vulgar Strain; Teach your Grandmother to ſuck 
Eggs. There are many Gentlemen at Oxford ſo very much ſu- 
perior to Mr. Sheridan, both in Learning and Underſtanding that, 
at beſt, he would only be fit to air and duſt their Books. What, 


muſt we think then of his Pretenſions to inſtru them? Is it 


not as ridiculous and provoking, as to ſee the Aſs, in the Picture 
of The World turn'd upſide down, aſſuming to lead his Maſter to 
Market. 'The Man was never more out, in his Life, than when 
he went to Oxford to bellow out his Nonſence and Encomiums 
upon Stage-playing. We find, by ſeveral late Writings, that the 
beſt informed Members of the Colleges there, are too intens 
upon Chriſtianity, and an. effectual Defence of it againſt Arians 
and Deiſte, to waſte any Time in liſtening to Mr. Sheridan's The- 


atrical mbaſt. | 


Upon his declining to ſerve the Hibernian Society, Things 
ſeemed to be at a ſtand, until ſome Friends propoſed Dr. L—— 
to ſucceed him, who, with reluctance, accepted it; and, to ſhew 
his Zeal for the Welfare of the Scheme, he was pleaſed to remit 
500 l. a Year of the 1000 J. which was deſign'd for Mr. Sheridan. 

oes not this remind you of the Story of the Wag, that went to 
a rich Hunks, pretending to communicate a Matter to him which 
would ſave him 50001. and then, with a grave Face, ſaid, Sir, 
* you have a fair Daughter, with whom you propoſe to give 
* 100007. and Jam come to let you know I will take her with 
© half the Money.” One could not ſay, that either of theſe Par- 
ties would have bad Bargains, even — 2 the Remittances were 


made. But to let you ſee now the Infatuation of People; it 
was an Axiom with Mr. Sheridan, in his Reign, that no Man, 
Who had his Education only from the College of Dublin, was 


qualified for being at the Head of his Academy, [to be ſure, his 
own Pretenſions were founded upon his Acquiſitions upon the 
Stage]; and his Poſtulatum was unconditionally, and without 
Exception, granted him: Yet Dr. L—— was admitted to ſuc- 
ceed him, though he had nothing to qualify him but mere Col- 


lege Education; unleſs it wastonjeQured, that the Doctor's In- 
timacy with Mr. Sheridan might have given him an Opportunity 


and Means of improving himſelf. I remember ſuch a Thing 
was once urged by Garrick, in the Character of Bayes, to Kite- 
tooted Philips, as they called him, who was Manager of Smack- 
Alley Play-houſe when Mr. Sheridan firſt went upon the Stage : 
I think, Mr. Philips, ſaid he, I might expect better Acting 
from you, if it were only upon this Account, that you travel- 
ed in the ſamè Coach and Ship with me from London to Dublin.“ 


for 
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bor wife Men to truſt à very important SuperſtruQure to. And 


does it not follow then, ſince Mr. Sheridan's Principles were en- 
tirely acquieſced in, concerning the utter Inſufficiency of a mere 
College Education, that Dr. L— can have no Merit. If it 
he pleaded, that People regarded juſt as much of Mr. Sheridan's 
\ Notions as they thought proper, and no more; the Anſwer will 


be this; that, at leaſt, they agreed in ſuppoſing a Deficiency in 


oratorial Will amongſt all Teachers both at School and College; 
fo that the Objection concerning Dr. L=— will again return. 
For what has he to preſume upon more than any of his Cotem- 
ch and Brethren? Can we think that the tranſlating of De- 
F 


o/theres's Philippic Orations can make the Tranſlator an Orator ? 


lieve we might, with more Reaſon, infer, that having a 


thorough Knowledge of the Life of Philip qualifies a Man for 
profound Diſſimulation. For which Reaſon, dear Will, I can- 
not avoid cenſuring, with as much Indignation and Zeal as was 


Thewn upon a late Occaſion, The Life of Philip of Macedon; a 


Book lately publiſhed ; becauſe the Tranſactions of ſuch nefari- 


ous, curſed, abandoned, reprobate Peſts to Society, ſhould be 
Kept, if poſſible, in the ſame everlaſting Darkneſs that they have 
earned for themſelves. But a poor, paltry, ſhallow, undiſcern- 
ing Fry of Scribblers muſt ranſack Antiquity for infamous Deeds 
and CharaQers to blazon to the World -anew, as if every Age 
was not fertile enough in ſuggeſting for fell, Though Hiſtori- 


ans of this Kind, ſome times, take upon them to cenſure the Facts 
they relate, by Remarks of their own, yet it is not a ſufficient 


Antidote; becauſe, in the firſt Place, it very rarely happens 
that they have any Talents proportioned to ſuch a Taſk ; and, 
in the ſecond Place, it is ten Million to one if the Readers will 
be influenced by their Judgment. I do not think it uncharitable 
to ſuppoſe, that very many, who appear honeſt, continue ſo, only 

em with the Stratagems, Arts, and Doublings of ſome Adepts 
inVillainy, and ſhew them how Things may be done, and I am 
well convinced, for an Appearance of Advantage, they will en- 
counter the Peril. Thus People who have been trained to pick- 
- . Ing of Pockets, will venture it at an Execution. A wretched 
Example of one who has failed in a wicked Attempt is nothing to 
them: For moſt People are very conceited of their own Abilities, 
and think they would be able to conduct Things more ſucceſs- 
fully. And thus we have found of late, that the moſt inhuman, 
Darbarous, cruel, ſavage Puniſhment=of Damien, with all its 
terrifying, horrid, and moſt ſhocking Circumſtances, (that muſt 
chill the Blood of any Chriſtian even to think on, except a Po- 
- ra Prieſt, or a Popiſh King) were not able to deter other Vil- 
'lains from a like Attempt. I think we have a great deal of Rea- 


ro 
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for: 


from not knowing how to be dexterous Rogues; but acquaint 
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ſon. to imagine, that Damien's Attempt (for which, without. 


doubt, he deſerved. to die) only ſerved to ſuggeſt and inſpire ſuch 
another wicked Device in reſpect of the King of Portugal. There- 


fore, dear Will, I wiſh to have the World kept, as much as 
poſſible, in Ignorance of Vice; which has infinitely more Effi- 
cacy in ſecuring the Tranquillity of the World, than either the 
Knowledge of Virtue, or the Terrours er e And ĩt 
was upon this Principle, you remember, that a well-meaning 
and judicious Audience, in Athens, condemned a Piay, in which 
was introduced a bad Character, before it was half acted: And 
though the Author entreated a Refpite of their Cenſure, until 
they ſaw the unhappy Cataſtrophe of that CharaQer which they 
objected to, they rebel to comply, alledging, that the Youth 
might be corrupted by the Vice, Lie not reſtrain'd by its Pun- 
,. ⁊ Rn) od a ³ð / 88 

But to return. All Difficulties are now ſurmounted in reſpect 
of the new School, except the convincing of People that it will be of 


uſe, and perſuading them to ſend their Children to it. Dr. L-— 


is dubb'd a Nonpareil for inſpecting Education, by an Alteration 
in Opinion, as whimſical, capricious, and unjuſtifiable as that 
which firſt condemned all the preſent Schoolmaſters in the King- 
dom. And he, and his ſubaltern Maſters, are all ready to teach, 
(if they can get Scholars) as the Jeſuits iti Paraguay are prepared 
to commence Kings, if they could but get Subjects. But the 
World has as little Occaſion for one Sort of Governors, as Yo- 


ther: Nor do People always think it neceſſary, or incumbent 
upon them to mount Folks on Horſeback, for no other Reafon, 


but becauſe they have a mind to ride. Eagerneſs and big Pro- 
miſes will not do to.inſpire a general Confidence, after ſome un- 
worthy Intentions have come to light; any more than a Pompa- 


dour-colour'd Coat, a haughty Strut, and toopee'd Hair will paſs 


the Runner of a Bank, or a Merchant's Clerk, for a Gentleman, 


whilſt his Book of Accounts appears in his inſide Bag over his left 


Breaſt. I do not mean this, dear Will, as a general Reflection; 


I only level it at a few intolerable Skirt-waggers, that almoſt 


bruſh me into the Kennel ſometimes as I happen to paſs them. 
One may judge of the Deſpair of the moſt ſanguine Advocates 
for the New Scheme of Education, by their Hurry to open their 


School. Though they had advertiſed for the 8th of January next, 
they thought proper to open the 20th of December, Nas well to 


ſtrike, while the Iron is hot, and try how many they can draw in 


before another Blaſt comes to ruin entirely their expected Har- 

veſt; as to let ſome People ſee how much they deſpiſe the Solem- 

nity of Chriſtmas, and the Receſs it always brings with it. For, 

you muſt know, they do not propoſe to do any thing like other 
| 8 ”- = | | People. 


people. They have a Paper circulating about, containing 's 
does all the Advertiſements about Cures for the venereal Difeaſe, 
or Viper Drops, or Matthew Strafford's, Succeſs,” or Mary Val 
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ler Secret, or the Pills for that mercileſs Diſeaſe call'd the Scur- 
vy, or Mr. Hoey junior's new Books for Miſſes and Maſters, or 
even Lord Recbeſter's mountebank Speech itſelf. Such Engage- 
- ments.enter'd-into, ſuch captivating Methods to be made uſe of, 
and ſuch Succeſs warranted, was never before heard of. I ſhould 
wrong the Thing, if 1 attempted to. communicate any Idea of it 
in fewer, or in other, Words than thoſe in which it is conceived. 
But I have it in reſerve for you and I to laugh over, when I ſhall 
have the Comfort of ſeeing you next. Every thing belonging to 
it is bedecked, bedizened, and bedaubed with Grandeur, like the 
Maſter of a Corporation on a Franchiſes Day: And they are 
making the Outſide of the Houſe, which is to be the School, as 
| pig Horſe. The Epheſran Mob, only continued about the 
Space of an Hour, extolling the Temple of the great Goddeſs 
Diana; but they have quite deafened us, by dinging for ever in 
our Ears, Great is the Seminary of the Hibernian Society” No- 
thing can exceed the Pompouſity of that Boaſt, whereby they in- 
form us of the Authority upon which they publiſh the general 
Account, Fc. By Ox DER or THE RicuT HoxnoukABLE, 
 HoNoURABLE, AND, REVEREND THE GUARDIANS AND 
TRUSTEES. To their great Mortification, they have not a 
Right Reverend in it. It is plain they only made a Parade of 
theſe Titles to entice People, as Anglers buſk their Hooks with 
gaudy Flies to allure Fiſn; otherwiſe they would have mention- 
ed other Gentlemen, who are neither Right Honourable, Ho- 
nourable, nor Reverend. At any rate it looks as if thoſe, who 
drew up that Bill of Performances, ſet but a ſmall Eſtimation 
upon. thoſe Subſcribers that were not of ſome Diſtinaion.” And 
that this is not a mere ill-natured Criticiſm, I think, muſt ap- 
pear: from conſidering, the Thing as it ought to be wrote, 912. 
« Publiſhed by Order of the Right Honourable, Honourable, 
“Reverend, and other Gentlemen, Guardians and Truſtees.” 
But it is not my Purpoſe at preſent to remark what it ſhould be, 
but what it is. And, indeed, I think it very much reſembles 
thoſe Papeſdr that are ſent into Gentlemen's Houſes, ſetting forth 
a long Catalogue of Feats to be performed b ſome Tumblers or 
5 Slight of Hand-men that wait without. Por the General Ac- 


count, Ec. is ſent to Gentlemen's Houſes, and undertakes tlie 
Performances of as many Wonders as were ever exhibited at 2 
Gallantee Show, and ends with theſe Words; 5 Parents, Guar- 
e dians, &c, are requeſted to ſend the Names of Children with 


& all 
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« all convenient Speed.“ Thus the Shew-man's Bill concludes 
with © Your Honour's Anſwer is immediately requeſted.” This, 
dear Wjll, is a ſhort imperfect Sketch of the Plan and pluck- em- 

in Language of the Bill of Performances, (for ſo, I think, it, 

ſhould be called, in Imitation of the Juggler's Bills) with which, 
Lam ſure, you cannot but be diverted ; as, indeed, I am myſelf. 

But I own to you, that I am provoked much, when I read tl 

Reaſon aſſigned for all the Hurry and Importunity with whic 

they ſolicit Scholars: As the Number of Tutors is ever to be 

£ proportioned to the Number of Scholars, the Guardians and 

& [Truſtees wiſh to have full Time to chuſe out thoſe of the beft 

«© and moſt approved Characters.“ As not this a manifeſt mif- 

guiding of the Public? (to call it no worſe.) Upon what Right 

can any body pretend /to have the beſf and moft approved Cha- 

racters, for teaching, at their Beck? Whoſoever has a great 
Bow-wow Dog at their Command, let them whiſtle for him, and 
put him to watch; or let a wou'd-be Beau put on his little frip- 
pery and tinſe] Dabs, and look like himſelf; but let him not dare 

to ſteal a Piece of good Cloth to make himſelf reſpectable Cloath- 

ing; or let a maggotty Frenchman make Shew and boaſtful Gri- 

mace with his deep Ruffles; but let him honeſtly confeſs that he 

cannot purchaſe a good Shirt to add to them. What a Weak- 

neſs it is to ſuppoſe, that a Man of Reputation, and approved 
Character, who knows his own Buſineſs, has deſervedly obtained 

the Confidence of the Public, and is in a Way of making ſome- 

thing by his Labour, would throw up his own School to com- 

mence Under-ſtrapper to an Under- ſtrapper, and ſubmit to that 

general, but moſt unfair Diſpoſition of Things, that who does 
leaſt muſt have the greateſt Reward, We know it is cuſtomar 

| to appoint an Overſeer to watch and direct Labouters or Work- 
men, who are either inclined to play the Truants, or are un- 
ſkilled in the Buſineſs of their Employment; but I know no 
Preference, either in Honeſty or Talents, due to Dr, L—, 
before many Schoolmaſters in the Kingdom: Nor can I foreſee 
any Advantages that can accrue to Children bred at School where 
there are a great many Lords and Maſters, more than where 
there is only one, provided he has no more Scholars than he can 
well take care of himſelf; and that if he has, he provides a 

ſufficient and well- qualified Aſſiſtant, or Aſſiſtants, according 
to his Number of Boys. Or is it to be imagined, that one Map 
of Abilities and Conſcience (and ſure no body will be fo hardy as 
2 that there are not many ſuch in the KingdonFbeſides Dr. 


| £——) with a Woman of Tenderneſs, Diſcretion, and good | 
Education, whoſe Happineſs is naturally and indiſſolubly united 5 
to his by every Bond of Affection and Intereſt, and whoſe mu- | 
E | 
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*- tual. Support, in a great meaſure, depend upon the Manner in 


which they.acquit themſelves in the Face of the World, is it to 
be ſuppoſed, I fay, that, under a ſingle Couple of this Sort, Pa- 
_ Tents have not a * Chance to ſee their Children faithfully and 
effectually attended to, in every Reſpect, and Requiſite, than 
under the Inſpection of a mixt Multitude, who have different 
Whims, different Intereſts, different Favourites, and, for the 
moſt part, always, draw different Ways? Will any Man deny 
but that, where many are to be conſulted, there is great Diver- 
Nity of Sentiments, and great Perplexity of Debate? or, muſt it 
not be owned, that, where Things are determined by a Majo- 
Tity of Votes, the leſſer Number have been frequently in the 


right? Is it not too often experienced, that whole Crowds are 


biaſſed and perverted to wrong Determinations with one Motive 


«. 


the States of Holland, at this very time, ys ork and let the 
deſperate and contemptible Condition of their Affairs manifeſt to 


the World, that a ſingle, honeſt, judicious, and abſolute Voice 


would do more for the Advantage and Happineſs of that People, 
than all the Clamour and Hurly-burly of a divided and jarring 
Power. Wherefore, common Senſe, diveſted of intereſted Views, 
:and Party Prejudices, and heated Imaginations, and too ſanguine 
Proſpects, muſt ſee that every neceſſary Article of Education 
may be directed and communicated by a ſingle Maſter ; or, it 
his School be large, in conjunction with his: Aſſiſtants ; ſo as to 
. produce the moſt happy Conſequences ; as, in reſpe& of Poli- 
ticks, all wiſe Men are agreed, that an abſolute Government 
would be much the beſt to live under, provided the Monarch 
Was always to be a Man of ſound Principles and found Under- 
ſtanding, that would not divide his own Rum his People's Inte- 


reſts, but make their Happineſs the Fountain of his Glory. And 


if theſe Comforts and Benefits are, in any Circumſtance of Life, 
attainable, it is by Boys under a good Maſter. Their Improve- 
ment is his Intereſt and Honour. He muſt be worthy, or he 
muſt not keep School; or, at leaſt, cannot keep it long; for no 

_  bodyneedbe told, that Parents may remove their Children when- 
ever they think their ExpeQations not anſwered. God knows 


they often do it without Cauſe ; either through the Miſrepreſen- ' 


tation of petted Children, or the Remonſttances of ignorant 
. Neighbours, or the powerful Compulſion of a whimſical Diſpo- 
ſition, or the blighting Calumnies of ſorae ſecret and envious E- 
nemies. Of this laft Sort, dear Vill, hear an Inftance : If any 


mean, groveling, deſigning, underminin „ inviduous Wretch, 


. that grudges to ſee others more comfortable than himſelf, ſhould 
find out that a Schoolmaſter, at any time, attends to any of his 


domeſtic 


or other, with as much Eaſe as one Man? Let the Diviſions of 


r 
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quitouſly, and barbarouſly makes Report, that ſuch a Man gives 


more Attention to his Marketing, or his Coals, or his Candles, or 


his Small-beer, than to his Boys. Can there be, in Nature, a 


blacker Crime? or can there be a Culprit more deteſtable? Thus 

do unhappy Schoolmaſters lie at the Mercy of every wieked and 

malicious Tongue; and the Men, who deſerve belt of Society, 
(without Vanity be it ſpoken) are generally worſt uſed. * 


| domeſtic Concerns, (as what Man, of middling Fortune, muſt 
not, at convenient Opportunities) he ſecretly, flanderouſly, ini- 


I ſhall conclude with one Obſervation more. Among many | 


ſpeculative, airy, theoretick Preſumptions, carried at laſt into 
Promiſes and abſolute Engagements, throughout the whole Con- 


tents of the Bill of Performances, there is this Maſterpiece, that 
corporal Correction and ſervile Stripes are to be ' baniſhed from the 
New Seminary. I believe no good-natured Man, that ever ſet 


up School-keeping yet, did not wiſh to be delivered from the diſ- 


agreeable Burden of Correction, and to have no Occaſion to 
make uſe of it. He might reſolve to with-hold it as much as 


poſſible ;. but ftill he was never ſo mad as to diſcontinue: the 


Means, the only Means, the Means that have been practiſed 
ſince the Beginning of the World to awe Children into their 


Duty. I think it unneceſſary to defend the Practice againſt thoſe 
who maintain the contrary; becauſe I think I can ſufficiently 


triumph over them, by telling them, they have the Vanity to ſet 
up for being greater and more knowing than all Antiquity, of 


what Ara, what Climate, or what Religion. ſoever. Neither 


Tews, Greeks, Romans, nor any other well-informed People un- 


der Heaven, have diſcountenanced it; but, on the contrary, 
have adviſed and inſiſted upon it. All Authors, ancient and mo- 

dern, ſacred and profane, who have wrote any thing about Edu- 
cation, have given the moſt ample Authorities to it. Nay, are 


not corporal Puniſhments threaten'd to us, both here and here- 
after, to prompt us to our Duty, by our great Creator himſelf, 


who knows whereof we are made, and-ſees that all his Expoſtu- 


lations, his . and his Reaſonings go for nothing: and 
that Fear and Terfour alone have Power to influence the moſt 


reaſonable amongſt us. What a Wight then muſt he be, that 


undertakes to reaſon a Child, whoſe Reaſon is not perfect, into 


a total Suppreſſion of all its Inclinations, Appetites, and Paſſions, 
when a grown-up Man, in the full Enjoyment and Perfection of 


his Faculties, is not ts be reſtrained from Tranſgreſſion, even 
by Arguments inſpired by divine Wiſdom, until they be ſecond- 


ed by the Sanctian of threaten'd and inflicted bodily Pain, than 
which there is nothing more powerful to operate upon Na- 


ture, I do not mean here, dear Mill, to vindicate ſevere and 


. ill- timed 


* 
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Al- timed Correction, ſuch. as is inflicted rather to gratify a Maß- 
Anger than puniſh a Child's Offence; but only that mo- 
derate, calm, and neceſſary Uſe of the Rod, which only ſerves 
to amend the Child, and if with-held, would ſpoil him. For my 


own part, | would no more pretend to School without. a 


Rod, (though I ſhould uſe it never ſo ſeldom) than I would at- 
tempt to fit young Gentlemen for the College without having 
myſelf any Knowledge of Greek or Latin: And he that does, 
muſt firſt new mould Boys, and give them different Diſpoſitions 
from what they have naturally, and proceed upon a Syſtem as 
intirely new as the Anatomy of the College of Phyſicians, ac- 
eording to the Mock-Dofor's Account, when he ſays they have 
Femoved the Heart to the right, and the Liver to the left Side 
of the Body. I remember to have ſeen a young Gentleman in a 
Country Place, who. was deſcended of very conſiderable Parents, 
educated by a private Tutor; and becauſe the Lad was deſigned 
for the Sea, and likely to have an honourable Poſt in the Navy, 
Nri& Orders were given, to all about him, never to thwart him 
in any: reſpeQ, and, above all Things, that his Tutor ſhould 
never give him a Stroke. I ſuppoſe they concluded he would 
-fight as furioufly after that, upon receiving an Affront, as a 
Mater- mill would turn round when the Mill-dam was let looſe 
upon it. But quere, is it not more likely that a Pull by the Noſe, 
or a Slap in the Face, or a Kick on the Breech, would have ſo 
ſurprized and daunted that young Puppet, that he would never 
dare to lift his Hand, or ſhew his Face? One thing Iwill pro- 
nounce with Confidence ; wretched is the Nation whoſe Honour 


and Safety depends upon ſuch. adventitious and artificial Courage. 


And this is the Sort that is founded upon an Education without 
Correction; which, if ever it will at all exert itſelf, is only a 
wild, ungovernable, mad Exertion of Rage, where there is no 
Oppoſition; but, I am well convinced, would ſlink and be 
.cow'd, if it met any Rubs in the Way; like a Lord, who was 
ſaid to be ſo high mettled in his Cups, that he conſider'd all Man- 
kind as Rats who came within the Length of his Sword: But 
being one Night informed, by his Servant, (who uſed to run be- 
fore him, to caution People to fly) that a Grenadier, who would 
not take Warning, was approaching with his Hanger drawn to 
meet his Lordſhip; my Lord very calmly reply'd, “ That is a 
ee dangerous Man; Pl avoid him.” Een E 
At length, dear Will, I begin to grow weary of this Raree- . 
ſmhew Buſineſs, and the introducing one Figure after another. I 
and that Spirits and Breath too would fail me, ſooner than Won- 
ders and Curioſities to be exhibited. However I ſhall beg, in 
Imitation of Baxter, a few more /afi Words, and then I have 1 
- + ter 
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wWlilſt there remained a Probability of it, I determined never d 
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After L have wrote ſo much againſt the Scheme of the New Semi- 


nary, I think it will be but fair in me to mention all that can be 
ſaid for it: And that may be reduced into an apparefit; and a real 
Advantage. The firſt is, that a ProfpeR is opened to dur View 
of a ſtrict and effectual Attention to promote religious Prineiples 
amongſt the Scholars; which, if it were to take place, in fe- 
lity, I think, miglit overbalance any Objection: And, inder, 


oppoſe the Scheme · But ſince thoſe Diſcoveties which hade been = 
made, by the Affidavits above- mentioned, {which no Chriſtian 
can blame me for giving credit to) I have found Reaſon to fear, 
that the Sort of Religion I like beſt would not be ſufficiently in- 
culcated, or, rather, that Piety in general would ſuffer Ship. 
wreck under a heedleſs, or ſeſf-intereſted, or time-ſerving, or 
corrupted Pilot. Wherefore every thing, in favour of the 
Scheme, is comprehended in that other Thing T juſt now meriii- 
oned ; that one real Advantage: and it is this: Parents will not 


have it ſo much in their Power to mar their Children's Education, 


either by inſiſting upon unreaſonable Indulgences f them, or 
by capriciouſly removing them, upon every flight and falſe Ac- 
cuſation brought them by evil-minded and petted Children againft 


the regular Diſcipline. It would ſhock you to think that human 1 


Nature contd, fo early in Life, be thorough-paced in ile Arts 


and fbtife Machimations, if yeu were to Hear what Si ma 
and Plots à young Idler, that ſighs after the Indulgence df his 
Mother's Tenderneſe, will deviſe. And this too, with u great 


hypocritical Seeming of artleſs Simplicity; whilſt the” Mama 
thinks nothing would tempt him to tell a Lie. Now this works, 
ſometimes very diſadvantageous, ſometimes very dreadful Effects 
to the miſerable Schoolmaſters. The Parents alſo ſuffer very 
frequently themſelves from it; becauſe their Children, by chop- 
ping and changing about, get as little Learning, as a rolling 
Stone gathers Moſs ; they commence downright Idlers; and, for 
want of having any Fund of Employment in themſelves, they 
ſink into Vices, and become a Curſe and Bitterneſs to their Pa- 
rents; until, by one unhappy End or other, they go to meet 
their own Puniſhment laſt of all. Wherefore, as it muſt be 
owned, that theſe Evils will not ſo frequently happen amongſt 
thoſe who are concern'd with the New Seminary (becauſe the 
Miſrepreſentations of Boys will not be fo eaſily credited; and the 
Parents will have a Multitude to combat with, inſtead of a ſingle 
Man, before they can, with any Face, act to the Ruin of their 
Children) it is certain that the Scheme in agitation has one pe- 
culiar Advantage. | 


Still 


; [4] 
Still Baxter and a few more laſt Words. It muſt not be i ima- q 
1 


from what I have ſet. forth in this Letter, that the pre- 
rs Schoolmaſters of the Kingdom wiſh to engroſs the Profeſſion - 
to ourſelves; we only object to a Crowd of honourable Names, 
and a Fellow of the College, commencing Schoolmaſters; for 
the ſame Reaſon that Merchants will not = Bankers to follow - 
Trading; becauſe, as the latter traffick with the public Money, fo F 
do-the former ſet up upon the public Confidence; whilſt neither | 
of them, perhaps, have a better or larger Capital of their own 
„ abe en tay, ny prints Perſons. 1 
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: N. You — 1 no Reaſon to be much Fan on 1my Account, 
Lec becauſe of the New Seminary, ſince they have removed their 
Situation from William's-ſtreet, where they firſt intended to 
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